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SUBJECT: COMMERCIAL PROGRAM: FOREIGN BUYER PROGRAM 

REF: STATE 45849 

1 . EMBASSY PARTICIPATES ACTIVELY IN FOREIGN BUYER 
PROGRAM AND FINDS IT EXTREMELY USEFUL TOOL IN FURTHERING 
OUR COMMERCIAL OBJECTIVES IN FRANCE. WE HAVE DISCUSSED 
THE IMPACT THAT CURTAILMENT OF THE PROGRAM MIGHT HAVE 
IN TERMS OF MEETING THESE OBJECTIVES AND CONCLUDED 
THAT THE FOLLOWING NEGATIVE EFFECTS WERE POSSIBLE: 

A. COOPERATION OF FRENCH TRADE ASSOCIATIONS 

AND TRAVEL AGENCIES WOULD BE REDUCED AS THEY INCREASINGLY 
REALIZE THAT WE CANNOT VOUCH FOR THE WAY IN WHICH 
TRAVELERS TO US SHOWS ARE LOOKED AFTER. ASSURANCE OF A 
WARM, EFFICIENT RECEPTION, INCLUDING A STAFFED FOREIGN 
VISITORS AREA AT THE FAIR, IS A CONSIDERABLE INCENTIVE 
FOR THESE ENTITIES TO COOPERATE WITH US IN ARRANGING 
GROUP TRAVEL. SHIFTING RESPONSIBILITY FOR FOREIGN 
BUYERS PROGRAM TO DISTRICT OFFICES AND TRADE SHOW 
OFFICIALS WOULD NOT SOLVE THE PROBLEM SATISFACTORILY 
IN VIEW OF LIKELY UNEVEN SUPPORT THEY WOULD PROVIDE. 

B. MOTIVATION OF CAMPAIGN OFFICER TO PROMOTE 

US TRADE FAIRS WOULD BE REDUCED SINCE HE CANNOT ASSURE 
TRADE ASSOCIATIONS AND AGENCIES REGARDING ADEQUATE 
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RECEPTION FACILITIES AT TRADE SHOWS: 

C. WITHOUT THE SPUR OF FOREIGN BUYERS OFFICE, 

US TRADE ASSOCIATIONS AND FAIR ORGANIZERS WOULD REVERT 
TO THEIR USUAL PREOCCUPATION WITH US DOMESTIC MARKET. 

EMBASSY'S DIRECT DEALINGS WITH TRADE SHOW ORGANIZERS 
HAS FREQUENTLY PROVEN INEFFECTIVE IN OBTAINING PUBLICA- 
TIONS AND INFORMATION. FOREIGN BUYERS OFFICE IN 
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WASHINGTON HAS BEEN EFFICIENT WAY OF STIMULATING SHOW 
ORGANIZERS INTO ACTION AND ASSURING THAT THEY 
FOCUS ON FOREIGN VISITORS AS WELL AS DOMESTIC. 

D. IN SUM, FOREIGN BUYERS PROGRAM STAFF HAS 
DEVELOPED A BODY OF EXPERTISE IN NEGOTIATING AGREEMENTS 
WITH FAIRS AND A TRADITION OF HIGH RESPONSIVENESS TO 
POST REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE. REDUCTION IN LEVEL OF 
THEIR ACTIVITIES WOULD LIKELY RESULT IN A CORRES- 
PONDING REDUCTION IN EFFECTIVENESS OF POST PROMOTION 
EFFORTS OF FOREIGN BUYER GROUPS. 

2. WHATEVER THE OUTCOME OF CONGRESSIONAL ACTION, 
EMBASSY WILL. OF COURSE, CONTINUE TO PROMOTE FOREIGN 
BUYER GROUP TRAVEL TO APPROVED US TRADE SHOWS. IF 
COMMERCE FOREIGN BUYERS PROGRAM IS SHARPLY CURTAILED 
WE SHALL, AS UNSATISFACTORY ALTERNATIVE, LOOK TO 
DISTRICT OFFICES AND SHOW ORGANIZERS FOR ASSISTANCE. 
GAMMON 
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